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Academic Positions & Affiliations

2024 - Assistant Professor, Department of Economics, Vanderbilt University.
2021 - Affiliate, Global Migration Center, UC Davis.

Education

2024 Ph.D. Economics, University of California Davis.
2018 M.A. Economics, American University of Beirut.
2016 B.A. Economics, American University of Beirut.

Research Interests

Labor Economics, Public Economics, Economics of Migration

Publications

1. "Impact of Police Shootings on Gun Violence and Civilian Cooperation." Journal of Public
Economics, 237, 2024 (with Maya Mikdash).

2. “Changes in International Immigration and Internal Native Mobility after COVID-19 in the
USA." Journal of Population Economics, 2023 (with Giovanni Peri).

3. “Does (All) Police Violence Cause De-Policing? Evidence from George Floyd and Police
Shootings in Minneapolis." AEA Papers & Proceedings, 2022, 112: 170-73 (with Maya Mik-
dash).

Working Papers

1. "Violence in Mexico, Return Intentions, and the Integration of Mexican Migrants in the US."

2. "Policy Impacts under Uncertainty: Evidence from DACA."

Work in Progress

1. Co-national networks, peer effects, and the use of childcare among refugees in Denmark
(with Teresa Freitas Monteiro).

mailto:reem.zaiour@vanderbilt.edu
www.reemzaiour.com
https://www.sciencedirect.com/science/article/pii/S0047272724001257
https://link.springer.com/article/10.1007/s00148-023-00972-y
https://link.springer.com/article/10.1007/s00148-023-00972-y
https://www.aeaweb.org/articles?id=10.1257/pandp.20221098
https://www.aeaweb.org/articles?id=10.1257/pandp.20221098
https://papers.ssrn.com/sol3/papers.cfm?abstract_id=5227683
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Policy Briefs

1. "Migration of Central American Minors to the United States." EconoFact, June 6, 2023 (with
Giovanni Peri).

2. "Labor Shortages and the Immigration Shortfall." EconoFact, January 11, 2022 (with Gio-
vanni Peri).

3. "Citizenship for Undocumented Immigrants Would Boost U.S. Economic Growth." Center
for American Progress, June 14, 2021 (with Giovanni Peri).

Awards and Fellowships

2023-2024 Provost’s Dissertation Year Fellowship, UC Davis.
2023 Humane Studies Fellowship, Institute for Humane Studies.
2023 Research Expense Support, Institute for Humane Studies.
2022 Emerging Scholar Award, UC Center Sacramento.
2018 Samir Makdisi Award in Economics (Best Master’s Thesis), AUB.

Other: GSA Travel Award, UC Davis (2023); Economics Department Research and Travel
Award, UC Davis (2022 & 2023); Teaching Assistantship, UC Davis (2018-2023); Economics
Department Fellowship, UC Davis (2019); Graduate Research Assistantship, AUB (2017-2018);
Graduate Assistantship, AUB (2016-2017).

Invited Seminars and Conference Presentations

2024-2025 Academic Year

ASSA Annual Conference; APPAM; University of Illinois at Urbana-Champaign; Vander-
bilt University; Migration Workshop - University of Copenhagen*.
(* denotes scheduled)

2023-2024 Academic Year

SEA Annual Meeting; APPAM; UCMX Seminar Series (GMC, UC Davis); Vanderbilt Uni-
versity; San Diego State University; Florida State University; Society of Labor Economists
Annual Conference.

2022-2023 Academic Year

Boston Fed 66th Economic Conference; Summer School on the "Economics of Migration"
(GMC & UC Alianza MX); Western Economic Association International; Copenhagen Im-
migration Symposium; Empirical Studies of Conflict Latin America Conference; Society
of Labor Economists Annual Conference; Economics of Migration Junior Seminar (pre-
senter and discussant) x2; UC Center Sacramento; UCLA Civil Rights Project Roundtable
(invited discussant).

https://econofact.org/migration-of-central-american-minors-to-the-united-states
https://econofact.org/labor-shortages-and-the-immigration-shortfall
https://www.americanprogress.org/issues/immigration/reports/2021/06/14/500433/citizenship-undocumented-immigrants-boost-u-s-economic-growth/
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2021-2022 Academic Year

SEA Annual Meeting; ASSA Annual Conference; 11
th Conference on Immigration in

OECD Countries; Global Migration Center (UC Davis); Joint Webinar by Center for Poverty
and Inequality Research & Global Migration Center (UC Davis).

Additional Employment

2023 - 2024 Graduate Student Coordinator, Global Migration Center, UC Davis.
June 2023 Visiting Graduate Student with Professor Mette Foged, University of Copenhagen.

(funded by a Rockwool Foundation research grant)
2021-2023 Graduate Student Researcher with Professor Giovanni Peri, UC Davis.

Summer 2020 Graduate Student Researcher with Professor Katherine Eriksson, UC Davis.

Teaching

Spring 2025 Seminar in Research on Development: Micro Applications, Vanderbilt University.
Fall 2024 Economics of Migration, Vanderbilt University.

Summer 2022 Economics of International Migrations, UC Davis.
2018-2023 Teaching Assistant, UC Davis: Principles of Macroeconomics,

Principles of Microeconomics, Economic History of the US, Economic Development,
Intermediate Microeconomics, Public Finance (Taxation), Intermediate
Macroeconomics, Economics of Migration, Undergraduate Honor Thesis Class.

Department and Professional Service

Referee: Economic Inquiry; Journal of the European Economic Association;
Journal of Labor Economics; Journal of Labor Research; Journal of Population Economics.

2024-2025 Recruiting Committee for Assistant Professor, Vanderbilt University.
2024-2025 Undergraduate Major Advising (30 students), Vanderbilt University.
2020-2023 Graduate Student Mentor, Economics Department, UC Davis.
2021-2022 Co-organizer of the Applied Micro Graduate Student Seminars, UC Davis.
2021-2022 Vice President of the Economics Graduate Student Association, UC Davis.
2020-2021 Social Secretary of the Economics Graduate Student Association, UC Davis.

Other

Languages: Arabic (native), English (fluent).

Skills: Stata, SAS, Unix, LATEX.
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References

Giovanni Peri
Professor
Department of Economics
University of California Davis
gperi@ucdavis.edu

Marianne Bitler
Professor
Department of Economics
University of California Davis
bitler@ucdavis.edu

Santiago Pérez
Associate Professor
Department of Economics
University of California Davis
seperez@ucdavis.edu
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